
HOLY CROSS LUTHERAN CHURCH 
DATE: January 12, 2025 

Traditional Worship 
TIME: 8:30 am Service 

The Baptism of Our Lord 
 

 
PRE-SERVICE:  Fanfare on Oh! Love How Deep (Deo Gracias) from O God Beyond All Praising  arr. by 
Charles Callahan © 2012 Birnamwood Publications (ASCAP) A division of MorningStar Music 
Publishers. All rights reserved. (One License #10-799.5) 
 

GATHERING The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God  
  
WELCOME By Worship Asst.  
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS AND LAND ACKNOWLEDGEMENT  by Pastor    
 
INTRODUCTION 
Today’s festival rejoices in God’s blessings. We recall and celebrate our adoption as God’s children, 
the gift of the Holy Spirit, and the promised company of almighty God when we “pass through the 
waters . . . the rivers . . . fire.” On this day the heavens open again for this assembly, and we receive the 
gift of God’s Beloved, Jesus, in bread and wine.  
  
PRELUDE: When Jesus Came to the Jordan (King’s Lynn) from Pipes of Praise Arr. by James 
Mansfield   © 2002 Lorenze Publishing Co. A division of The Lorenze Corporation. All rights reserved. 
(One License #1037589) Assembly please stand if you are able. 
  
THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM 
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins. 
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, the fountain of living water, the rock who gave us birth, our 
light and our salvation.  Amen. 
Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism, we are clothed with God's mercy and forgiveness.  Let us give 
thanks for the gift of baptism. 
We give you thanks, O God, for in the beginning your Spirit moved over the waters and by your Word 
you created the world, calling forth life in which you took delight. 
Through the waters of the flood you delivered Noah and his family.  Through the sea you led your 
people Israel from slavery into freedom.  At the river your Son was baptized by John and anointed with 
the Holy Spirit.  By water and your Word you claim us as daughters and sons, making us heirs of your 
promise and servants of all. 
We praise you for the gift of water that sustains life, and above all we praise you for the gift of new life 
in Jesus Christ.  Shower us with your Spirit, and renew our lives with your forgiveness, grace, and love. 
To you be given honor and praise through Jesus Christ our Lord in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and 
forever. Amen. 
 
 
 
 

 
 



OPENING HYMN: ELW # 423 Shall We Gather At the River (Public Domain) 

 
 
GREETING The Grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Love of God, and the Communion of the Holy Spirit 
be with you all. And also with you.   
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



GLORY TO GOD: Holy Communion Setting 3  ELW page 139-140 
 

 
 

 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



PRAYER OF THE DAY    
Almighty God, you anointed Jesus at his baptism with the Holy Spirit and revealed him as your beloved 
Son. Keep all who are born of water and the Spirit faithful in your service, that we may rejoice to be 
called children of God, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and 
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.  
The assembly may be seated.   

  
WORD God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song 

 
First Reading: Isaiah 43:1-7  
Near the end of Israel’s exile in Babylon, God promises to bring the people home. They need no longer 
be afraid, because the one who formed, created, and called them by name now redeems them from 
all their enemies. God declares them precious and honored, and God loves them.  
1 But now thus says the LORD, he who created you, O Jacob, he who formed you, O Israel: Do not fear, 
for I have redeemed you; I have called you by name; you are mine. 2 When you pass through the 
waters, I will be with you, and through the rivers, they shall not overwhelm you; when you walk through 
fire you shall not be burned, and the flame shall not consume you. 3 For I am the LORD your God, the 
Holy One of Israel, your Savior. I give Egypt as your ransom, Cush and Seba in exchange for you. 
4 Because you are precious in my sight and honored and I love you, I give people in return for you, 
nations in exchange for your life. 5 Do not fear, for I am with you; I will bring your offspring from the 
east, and from the west I will gather you; 6 I will say to the north, “Give them up,” and to the south, “Do 
not withhold; bring my sons from far away and my daughters from the end of the earth— 7 everyone 
who is called by my name, whom I created for my glory, whom I formed and made.” The Word of the 
Lord. Thanks be to God 

 
Second Reading: Acts 8:14-17  
Peter and John are sent to support the new Christians in Samaria, a group that was recently baptized 
after hearing the good news of Christ through the preaching of Philip. Here the Samaritans receive the 
gift of the Holy Spirit in the laying on of hands.  
14 Now when the apostles at Jerusalem heard that Samaria had accepted the word of God, they sent 
Peter and John to them. 15 The two went down and prayed for them that they might receive the Holy 
Spirit 16 (for as yet the Spirit had not come upon any of them; they had only been baptized in the name 
of the Lord Jesus). 17 Then Peter and John laid their hands on them, and they received the Holy Spirit.  
The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.  
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION: Alleluia from Communion Setting 3 ©1978 Augsburg Fortress.  All rights 
reserved.  (One License #63981) Assembly please stand as you are able 

 

   
  



The Holy Gospel: Luke 3:15-17, 21-22  
The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke the 3rd Chapter. Glory be to you O Lord. 
The reading opens with questions about the identity of the Messiah. John the Baptist insists that he is 
not the Messiah; instead he points ahead to one who is coming. And whether the voice of God was 
heard by all or only by Jesus, God settles the matter: Jesus is God’s beloved Son.  
15 As the people were filled with expectation and all were questioning in their hearts concerning John, 
whether he might be the Messiah, 16 John answered all of them by saying, “I baptize you with water, but 
one who is more powerful than I is coming; I am not worthy to untie the strap of his sandals. He will 
baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire. 17 His winnowing fork is in his hand to clear his threshing floor 
and to gather the wheat into his granary, but the chaff he will burn with unquenchable fire.” 21 Now 
when all the people were baptized and when Jesus also had been baptized and was praying, the 
heaven was opened, 22 and the Holy Spirit descended upon him in bodily form like a dove. And a voice 
came from heaven, “You are my Son, the Beloved; with you I am well pleased.”  
The Gospel of our Lord. Praise to you, O Christ The assembly is seated.   
 
CHILDREN / YOUTH TIME MESSAGE:  
 
HYMN OF THE DAY: ELW # 677 This Little Light of Mine arr. © Horace Clarence Boyer  (One License # 
01998) Assembly please stand as you are able 

 
 
 
 
 
 



APOSTLE’S CREED Led by the Worship Assist. 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s 
only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under 
Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead.  On the third day 
he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will 
come to judge the living and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the 
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life 
everlasting. 
 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE Led by the Worship Asst.    
With the Spirit of Christ shining upon us, let us boldly pray for the church, the world, and all of 
creation. A brief silence.  
You call us by name and form us. We give thanks for the gift of baptism. Nurture the baptized and 
equip people sent to proclaim the good news, especially Young Adults in Global Mission and 
international congregations. God of grace, hear our prayer.  
Your voice sounds over the waters. Speak words of healing over the rivers and lakes, seas and oceans. 
Heeding your voice, lead us to care for water, and the land and creatures it nourishes. God of grace,  
hear our prayer.  
You give strength to your people. Uphold all who serve the common good. Guide federal and state 
legislators, city and county officials, judges and juries. Strengthen our resolve to serve all in need. God 
of grace, hear our prayer.  
You are with us in challenging times. Draw near to all who are ill, undergoing treatment, or recovering 
from surgery especially…
Adam Jackson, 
Leah Leimbach, 
Preben Christensen, 
Sionie Elavsky, 
Lois Ristau, 
Ginger Prellwitz, 
Cheryl Weiland (at home and recovering), 
Sharon Reiss (lung cancer) 
Mike Bailey 
Sandy Kalin (recovering from covid),  
Jill (being treated for aneurysm (friend of Sarah Miller), 
Lola Nosker, 
Prayers of comfort to the family of Sandra Hughes (Cheryl Weiland's sister). 
Accompany individuals and families affected by addiction or mental health challenges. Uphold each 
person as your beloved. God of grace, hear our prayer.  
You draw us into community. Embolden ministries of racial reconciliation, nurture work on behalf of 
immigrants and refugees, and equip each to use their gifts for the sake of neighbors near and far. God 
of grace, hear our prayer.  
Here other intercessions may be offered.  
You grant us peace. Comfort all who grieve. Dwell with us in this life and, at the last, join us with the 
saints whom you have created, formed, and named. God of grace, hear our prayer.  
We entrust our prayers to you, O God, in the sure and certain hope that your promise is revealed 
among the people. Amen.  
 
 
 



PEACE   
The peace of the Lord be with you always. And also with you.   
We share God’s peace with one another.  
 

MEAL God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ 
 
OFFERING 
● Please continue to offer to Holy Cross what you desire to give to God through 
● E-giving pledge through Vanco online 
● Send your check directly to Holy Cross at 13014 Olive Blvd. in Creve Coeur, MO 63141 
● Go to our Website & hit “DONATE NOW” 
● http://www.holycrosselca.com/site/cs/links.asp 
 
OFFERTORY: Christ, When For Us Was Baptized (Lobt Gott, Ihr Christen) by Dietrich Buxtehude  
(Public Domain)Assembly please stand as you are able 
 
OFFERING PRAYER: Led by the Worship Assist. 
God of grace, your love reaches to the heavens, and your abundance to the depths of the seas. Bless 
what we offer to your service: our gifts, our abilities, and our hearts.  Let us overflow with gratitude and 
generosity, now and always. Amen. 
 
GREAT THANKSGIVING DIALOGUE   
The Lord be with you. And also with you.  
Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.    
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks and praise.   
   
PREFACE    
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give thanks and 
praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ.  By the leading of a star he 
was shown forth to all nations; in the waters of the Jordan you proclaimed him your beloved Son; and 
in the miracle of water turned to wine he revealed your glory.  And so, with all the choirs of angels, with 
the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

 
HOLY, HOLY, HOLY: Holy Communion Setting 3 Tune © 1978 Augsburg Fortress All rights reserved.  
(One License #AF2019221) 

    

http://www.holycrosselca.com/site/cs/links.asp


THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE  Those of you at home please lift up the Communion elements. 
In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it 
to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of 
me. Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is the 
new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the 
remembrance of me. And so we proclaim the mystery of our faith:  Christ has died. Christ is risen. 
Christ will come again.    
 
LORD’S PRAYER    
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.    
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on 
earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we 
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.   
  
INVITATION TO COMMUNION    
The joy of the Lord is our strength.  Come, eat this meal of gladness.  
The assembly may be seated   
  
COMMUNION DISTRIBUTION 
 
COMMUNION HYMN:  ELW # 459 Wade in the Water Arr. by Mark Hayes, Words and Music © 2012 
The Lorenze Corporation (admin. Music Services). All rights reserved (One License # 1009431) 
Assembly please stand if you are able.  

 



PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION Led by the Worship Asst. 
Nourishing God, at this table you have refreshed us with holy gifts of food and drink. Strengthen us for 
service, and send us out to embody your good news of liberation and healing for the sake of the world. 
In the name of Christ we pray, Amen.  

    
SENDING God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world 

 
BLESSING   
The Spirit of the triune God ☩ bless you with joy, anoint you with compassion, and send you in love.  
Amen.  
   
CLOSING HYMN: ELW # 543  Go My Children, with My Blessing Text ©1983 Concordia Publishing 
House Arr. by David Peacock  © 1993 Hope Publishing Company All rights reserved.  (One License # 
213028)  

 
 
DISMISSAL Led by the Worship Asst.  
Go in peace. Live in hope. Thanks be to God.  
 
POSTLUDE:  Agincourt Hymn (Deo Gracias) by John Dunstable from Treasury of Early Organ Music 
ed. by E. Power Biggs © 1947 Mercury Music Corp.  All rights reserved.  (One License #207376) 
 
 
 
 



SPECIAL THANKS TO ALL! 
PASTOR: Kendra Nolde  
LAY ASSTS: Mike Prange / Mary Bailey 
ORGANIST: Jack Hamill  
Traditional Service AV:  
Camera Donovan 
Sound Philip 
Slides Court 
Contemporary service AV: 
Camera  Donovan 
Sound Mark 
Slides Court 
CONTEMPORARY MUSIC WORSHIP DIRECTOR: Dave Reinking  
PRAISE BAND: Brandon Clay, Marty Little, Brendan Falsetto, Matt Davis  
SINGER: Linda & Megan Tyahla  
VOLUNTEER DEACONS: Kari Brangan 
ALTAR FLOWERS given to the glory of God. 
COUNCIL MEMBERS: Dave Winkler (President), Bob Morin (Vice President), Kevin Aleshire 
(Member at Large) Kari Brangan, Kelly Caligiuri, Donovan Lucas, Philip Paul, Mary Bailey 
(Treasurer), Clarence Jentes (Financial Secretary), Penny Rudolph (Secretary)  
 
 


